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Conservatoire, the town could boast several good teachers,
whose business it would be to initiate the young gentleman
from Volhynia into the mysteries of music.   His first piano
teacher was Sliwinski;   later came  Rudolf Strobl and
Janotha.   The theoretical part of his musical education
was in the hands of Roguski.   Young Paclcrcwski did not
show any particular promise, and some of his masters did
not think much of his talent.   His active and cheerful
mind did not always enjoy poring over the theory of har-
mony or practising scales.   Fortunately, however, he had
friends who made life more pleasant, in particular, the
family of Mr.  Edward Kerntopf,  a well-known piano
manufacturer.   Mr. Kerntopf liked the keen, intelligent
boy.   No doubt his two daughters fell in love with him.
They might well do so, having a father who was rich, who
lived in well-furnished apartments, and who enjoyed large
meals at regular intervals, while the young artist was poor,
a good talker, the owner of a very attractive pale face, a
romantic head of hair and extremely expressive eyes.   What
mattered most was that Mr. Kerntopf took the boy to
concerts and to the opera, and that through him the young
artist from Podolia received that practical, all-round musical
education which is so important in later life and which
many musicians have lacked.   Once they have decided
on their career, they are often too much absorbed in the
mysteries of their instrument and the joys of their talent
to remember that there have been musicians before them,
and that their particular instrument is not the only one that
man invented.   But Ignace had to learn  about other
instruments than his own,  particularly the trombone,
which he played in the school band-   Before he was sixteen
he already began to be bored with the daily routine of the
Conservatoire, and so he decided to conquer Russia,  Young
men have often had ambition to conquer some country or
other.   Russia lay nearest, and was quite big enough for a
lad of sixteen.   Besides, there was his young friend, the
violinist Ignace Cidewicz, who had agreed to collaborate

